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Definition of critical thinking:

“The objective analysis and evaluation of
an issue in order to form a judgement”

Google English dictionary



v ohjective
v analysis and evaluation
v Inorder to form a judgement



Critical thinking in legal practice

Definition of legal practice:

“Problem solving in the client’s interest”

Scott Slorach, APLEC International Conference 1996



v ohjective
v analysis and evaluation
v Inorder to form a judgement



Critical thinking for lawyers involves -
- analysing all available information
- evaluating the evidence
- avoiding bias and assumptions

- considering all angles

- finalising your advice

The Centre for Legal Leadership (UK)



10 critical thinking skills every lawyer
must master - g

1. analytical reasoning
2. problem solving
3. logical reasoning
4. research skills

5. attention to detail
6. creativity

7. decision making
8. communication skills
9. time management
10. ethical reasoning

Emily Hindle, allaboutlaw.co.uk, April
2024



thinking In PLT students have you
ohserved?



Critical thinking v ‘my truth’
Critical thinking v cultural norms
Critical thinking v mental wellbeing
Critical thinking v creativity
Critical thinking v kindness in law
Critical thinking v Google

Critical thinking v




= creating first drafts

* reviewing and improving drafts
= contract automation

= case outcome prediction

» legal research |
» knowledge and data management
= client engagement via chatbots



Does the use 0' gene
reduce the need for Grlllﬂal
thinking by lawyers?




Does the use
reduce the need
thinking by PLT students

. .
o



https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=8L HvZCISnhA



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fm.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D8L_HvZClSnA&data=05%7C02%7Clpatrick%40collaw.edu.au%7Ce2f0156fe0cb4a0aa95608dcef282406%7C8c7d56f722b94004ad26667f392f6830%7C0%7C0%7C638648202890078068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jp0mAoKKwFLB8xpn5cIt%2BI23Q5ryZCjdBPUX7NJMxYg%3D&reserved=0

Critical thinking v
intelligence

Is it innate or acquired-

v Objective

v Analysis and evaluation
v" Form a judgement













THANK YOU




	Slide 1: CRITICAL THINKING IN PLT: A lost cause or now more than ever?   Lewis Patrick College of Law APLEC 2024
	Slide 2: Definition of critical thinking:  “The objective analysis and evaluation of an issue in order to form a judgement”   Google English dictionary
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Critical thinking in legal practice  Definition of legal practice:  “Problem solving in the client’s interest”   Scott Slorach, APLEC International Conference 1996
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Critical thinking for lawyers involves –  - analysing all available information  - evaluating the evidence  - avoiding bias and assumptions  - considering all angles  - finalising your advice  The Centre for Legal Leadership (UK)  
	Slide 7: 10 critical thinking skills every lawyer must master –  1.   analytical reasoning 2.   problem solving 3.   logical reasoning 4.   research skills 5.   attention to detail 6.   creativity 7.   decision making 8.   communication skills 9.   time m
	Slide 8: What current challenges to critical thinking in PLT students have you observed?
	Slide 9: Challenges to critical thinking
	Slide 10: Use of  generative AI in legal practice
	Slide 11: Does the use of generative AI reduce the need for critical thinking by lawyers?
	Slide 12: Does the use of generative AI reduce the need for critical thinking by PLT students  to pass the course? to succeed in practice?
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Can critical thinking be taught?
	Slide 15: HOW can we teach critical thinking in the age of generative AI?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18

